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Music development plan summary: 
St Sebastian’s RC Primary School 

Overview 

Detail Information 

Academic year that this summary covers 2024/25 

Date this summary was published September 2024 

Date this summary will be reviewed July 2025 

Name of the school music lead Mrs K Mason 

Name of school leadership team member with 
responsibility for music (if different) 

 

Name of local music hub  Music and Performing Arts 
Salford (MAPAS) 

 

This is a summary of how our school delivers music education to all our pupils across 

three areas – curriculum music, co-curricular provision and musical experiences – and 

what changes we are planning in future years. This information is to help pupils and 

parents or carers understand what our school offers and who we work with to support our 

pupils’ music education.  

Part A: Curriculum music 

At St Sebastian’s RC Primary School, our approach provides week-by-week lesson support for 

each year group in school. Teaching is supported by, but not limited to, Charanga Musical 

School (Model Music Curriculum for KS1 and KS2, Original Scheme for EYFS). This is ideal for 

specialist and non-specialist teachers, providing lesson plans, assessment, clear progression, 

and engaging and exciting whiteboard resources to support every lesson.  

In line with the curriculum for music and guidance from the DfE, our approach to music teaching 

offers an integrated, practical, exploratory and child-led approach to musical learning.  

Ofsted have stated that “We will not always know the learning outcomes” in relation to 

music education, so segregated learning objectives at the start of each lesson are not 

appropriate. Instead the interrelated dimensions of music (pitch, duration, dynamics, 

tempo, timbre, texture, structure and appropriate musical notations) weave through the 

units to encourage the development of musical skills as the learning progresses.  

This is achieved through listening and appraising, differing musical activities (including 

creating and exploring) and performing. In year 6 elements of music technology 

education will begin in lessons, using Charanga’s online platform (Yumu) to compose, 
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perform and record music. In all year groups, children have the opportunity to learn to 

sing and play instruments (percussion and glockenspiel) through whole-class ensemble 

teaching.  

Years 3 and 4 will be taking part in Salford Cathedral’s Singing Schools Programme 

beginning September 2024. Sessions are tailored to each class, rooted in promoting 

good vocal technique and pedagogy, as well as supporting the national music curriculum, 

and linked to the liturgical year. Children benefit from high quality choral expertise from 

our professional choral directors who help prepare the children for performances and 

services as well as inspiring a life-long passion for music-making through singing. 

In Year 5, children spend one hour per week with a peripatetic music teacher (provided 

by the local music hub MAPAS) learning to play the ukulele, this will be continuing in 

2024/25.  

In EYFS, the teaching of music is an exploratory based approach. Children explore the 

sounds of different musical instruments alongside learning the different sounds that can 

be made using their own bodies. Children in EYFS learn songs and are encouraged to 

sing in their daily lessons, for example counting songs for mathematics. At St 

Sebastian’s, music in early years is supported by the resources available on Charanga’s 

original scheme of work. All our pupils are taught to listen attentively, move to and talk 

about music, expressing their feelings and responses; sing in a group or on their own, 

increasingly matching the pitch and following the melody; they explore and engage in 

music making and dance, performing solo or in groups. 

To work towards mastery, we enable children to understand musical concepts through a 

repetition-based approach to learning. Learning about the same musical concept through 

different musical activities enables a more secure, deeper learning and mastery of musical 

skills.  Musical teaching and learning is not linear and our lessons form a ‘learning spiral’. Over 

time, children can both develop new musical skills and concepts, whilst also re-visiting 

established musical skills and concepts. Repeating a musical skill does not mean progress is 

slowing down but that it’s shifting within the spiral. Mastery means both a deeper understanding 

of musical skills and concepts and learning something new. Musical skills run throughout our 

lessons following the skills and progression document available in Appendix 1.  

To embed knowledge, each lesson will begin with a 2-minute round robin to consolidate prior 

learning. Each unit will end with a 10-minute round robin record to check knowledge and allow 

children to complete self-assessment. Assessment for learning should take place throughout.  
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Part B: Co-curricular music 

At St Sebastian’s, we believe that every child should have the opportunity to perform and 

experience music. 

Outside of music lesson time, all children learn and rehearse a weekly hymn which is 

shared with the whole school during our weekly celebration assembly. These hymns are 

revisited throughout the year in class and whole-school masses and celebrations in order 

for the children to build a repertoire of familiar, modern hymns. 

We offer a school choir after school, open to all children in KS2 and led by a music 

specialist member of teaching staff. This is offered to children at no cost and does not 

require an audition to join. The choir rehearse weekly, learning a combination of hymns, 

popular music and musical theatre and perform at least once per term for the whole 

school in assemblies and school masses. 

The local music hub, MAPAS, host a Christmas carol concert which the choir attend, 

performing a solo piece alongside ensemble pieces with other primary schools in the 

local area.  At the end of the academic year, parents and carers are invited to a concert 

in which the choir showcase the songs they have rehearsed over the course of the year.  

Years 3 and 4 have the opportunity to perform through the Salford Diocese singing 

programme. 

Currently we do not offer any individual or group music tuition, but are looking to add this 

as an opportunity for the future. 

Part C: Musical experiences 

 

Every morning, each class listens to a hymn which they practise every day leading up 

to the Celebration Assembly on Friday. At the start of this assembly, the children 

celebrate musical performance by singing the hymn as a whole school to welcome the 

parents and carers who have come to watch the assembly. 

As the children enter the Celebration Assembly, they are welcomed by the music of a 

different composer each half term. The list of composers has been selected to 

represent the diverse community which makes up our school. One assembly per half 

term will be themed around that composer and give the children opportunity to learn 

about their life and career. They will also be represented in a display in the hall which 

will include pictures and suggestions for pieces of music for children and adults to 

listen to. 

As well as a whole-school weekly performance, all children have the opportunity to 

perform music many times over their years with us. These opportunities include 
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Christmas performances, the end of year music showcase and the leaving assembly 

performed by Year 6. 

Staff at our school try to lead by example in the enjoyment of performance, and have 

formed a staff choir who perform for the children at various points throughout the year. 

We welcome musicians and performers into school at various points in the year to 

demonstrate different genres of music to the children: 

 As part of our British values, we invite people from different cultures and faiths 

and encourage them to share traditional music from their culture. 

 RockKidz workshops which use music to teach important lessons about self-

confidence and resilience. 

 Our Y6 teacher is a professional trained musician who plays piano for the 

children in assemblies and performances. 

 Leaders of local singing groups visit to lead workshops and perform to the 

children. 

At the end of every school year, we hold a musical showcase which parents and carers 

are invited to. Each class performs a song they have learnt as part of their music 

lessons in the year and the school choir share the pieces they have learnt throughout 

the year with everyone in school. 

In the future 

This is about what the school is planning for subsequent years. 

In September 2023, Mrs Mason was employed at the school. She is a classical and 

musical theatre trained performer with an undergraduate degree in Music and 

Recording. She has begun CPD with non-specialist staff at the school and this will 

expand further each year from 2024 onwards. The school’s peripatetic music teacher 

will also be offering external CPD in an annual staff meeting from 2024/25 onwards. 

We plan to strengthen links with local high schools especially to provide more 

opportunities for listening to live music; we will try to ensure that all children have at 

least one opportunity to listen to a live orchestra or group each year. We will explore 

other opportunities for high quality musicians to perform for the children in school. 

Year 5 will continue whole-class ukulele lessons with a teacher provided through 

MAPAS. We are exploring the possibility of this tuition expanded to provide 1:1 or small 

group instrumental lessons when the current Year 5 cohort move into Year  6. 

As the choir was only formed in October 2023, opportunities for performance within the 

community are part of future plans now that the group is fully established within school. 
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We need to improve the assessment of music, and this will come through CPD led by 

Mrs Mason who will develop an approach to assessment that works for non-specialist 

teachers, following the Charanga scheme of work. 

We need to improve the range of musical instruments available for use in school. Mrs 

Mason will look into funding opportunities to expand our musical instrument selection in 

the future. 
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Appendix 1 – Progression of Knowledge, Skills and Elements 
(Years 1-6) 
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